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ANNUAL REPORT - CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 2021-2022 

 
As I write this forward for the Annual Report, I am delighted that we will be able to host the County 

Annual General Meeting this year properly, face to face.   

We encountered two years like no other and although we moved towards September 2021 and the 

start of a new season with enthusiasm and high expectations, there was still a certain amount of 

nervousness to overcome after the experiences of the previous 18 months. 

That said, it is encouraging to know that netball in Bedfordshire has survived, everyone has pulled 

together, as things started to get back to some normality, I am pleased to say that our return to the 

courts back in January showed 88% membership return, 96% of Clubs returning and 100% of Leagues 

up and running.  So all four of our Leagues began their competitions in September/October, with some 

restrictions in place, but COVID still impacted and a high number of games were affected.  However, 

netball has triumphed and as we come to the end of our season, our Leagues finish with their 

cup/plate finals, and all have plans in place now for the summer and for the forthcoming season. 

Recognition of the amount of time and effort our volunteers give to netball is paramount, without 

their contribution Clubs, Leagues and the County would not be able to function, this is one particular 

area that the County will continue to focus on for the forthcoming season, we have introduced a new 

appointment to the County Committee, a Volunteer Recognition Lead role, this is a dedicated post to 

lead on development and recognition programmes which acknowledge the invaluable service 

provided by volunteers.  We will continue with our annual County Awards Celebration Event, and our 

County Award nominees and winners will be acknowledged during the AGM. 

You will be able to see from the individual reports contained in the Annual Report details of the 

activities that have taken place around the County, so I will leave you to please read the Report at 

your leisure.  However, I would like to mention a couple of items.  One highlight of the season was the 

successful Academy Invitational Tournament held on 30 April 2022, in Bedford.  11 visiting Counties 

sent their Academy Squads in the U13 and U15 age groups to take part.  The feedback from this event 

from the participating Counties was outstanding. 

The other item, is our Coach Education programme, Year 1 of the programme ended in May and Year 

2 is now been planned and has been advertised, the development of Coaches within the County is a 

high priority for us.  The Coaching TSG is to be commended on this programme. 

The County finances continue to be in a healthy position, thus enabling us to maintain the 
Development Fund, where resource is available to assist Members who wish to improve their 
knowledge and skills and pursue personal development. Full details of the Development Fund criteria 
and application forms are available on the website, www.bedfordshire-netball.com.   
 
Going forward and looking ahead to next season, it is great to see the plans for netball within the 
County and I am sure whatever challenges come our way, our dedicated netball volunteers will see us 
through. 
 
Looking back over the past 12 months I am again proud of all those across Bedfordshire who have 
worked so hard in the background within the County and Leagues to ensure that netball has really 
returned to the County. 
 
I must thank the County Committee Members for their hard work throughout the 
season and for their significant contribution to netball in the County; and a 
personal thank you to them all for their support to me throughout the season. 
 
 
Gloria Keech 
Chair, Bedfordshire County Netball  

http://www.bedfordshire-netball.com/
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PERFORMANCE TSG REPORT 2021–2022 

 The County Academy Programme is the base of the England Netball Performance Pathway and 
the objective of is to develop the players as individuals and ensure they can compete under more 
pressure and higher intensity.  They need to be able to learn to train on the court, develop their 
physical training and be accountable, compete in 60 minute matches (U15 age group) and 48 & 
60 minute matches (u13 age group).           

 

 The County Performance Academies have run this year from September 2021 to May 2022, with 
the Under 13 Academy and the Under 15 Academy running in Bedford with approximately 48 
players involved.  

 

 The Pre Season Camp in August 2021 was successfully held for selected players from the 
Bedfordshire 2020 / 2021 Academy programme. As a consequence 6 players were selected into 
the 2021/2022 Saracen Mavericks Futures Group and 3 players who had been in the Bedfordshire 
Academy 2019/2020 programme have been playing in the Saracen Mavericks Under 17 Squad 
for the 2021/2022 season.  

 

 For the 2021/2022 season: Michelle Power & Debbie Ellis led the Under 15 Squad and Lisa Rattu 
& Claire Southam led the Under 13 Squad.  Jackie Stigwood and Helena Wynn were the Academy 
Squad and Project Administrators respectively.  

 

 Many thanks to all club coaches for their support of their players who were selected into the 
Academies 2021/2022 season 

 

Under 13 Under 15 

Bedford Community NC  
Grangers NC 
Maulden NC 
Leighton Buzzard NC 
Team Beds NC 
Westoning NC  
Non club players  

1 player 
4 players 
7 players 
1 player 
4 players 
3 players  
3 players  
 

Bedford Community 
NC  
Biggleswade NC 
Cranfield NC 
Grangers NC 
Leighton Buzzard NC 
Luton Tornadoes NC 
Maulden NC 
Shefford NC  
Team Beds NC 
Westoning NC   

2 players 
1 player 
2 players 
5 players 
1 player 
2 players 
1 player 
2 players 
8 players 
1 player  

  
    

 Both age groups have been supported by our Strength and Conditioning Partners - we have noted 
the players respond positively when coached face to face but, with the exception of a few they 
are still not understanding the importance of learning to train on their own.  This is currently 
being discussed and is a clear target to improve for the 2022/2023 season    

 

 During this season the Under 15 Squad competed regularly in competitions against East Region 
counties and enabled the players to develop more experience in match play.  Many of our u13 
players are currently lacking regular competition between September and May and we therefore 
still have to give both our Academies more competition experience and this will be a clear target 
for the 22/23 season.  Saracens Mavericks held an East Region Tournament for both age groups. 
The results were:  

 

Under 13 Under 15 

6th  - 7 counties participating  4th  - 7 counties participating  
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 The Invitational Academy Event was held in Bedford in April 2022.  It involved both age groups 
and 35 squads from all over the country.  The result was as follows: 

 

Under 13   18 Squads Participating   Under 15      21 Squads Participating  

Bedfordshire 1   9th Bedfordshire 1     12th  

Bedfordshire 2   17th  Bedfordshire 2     18th  

  

 The End of Season Academy Presentation was held on May 24th 2022: Holly James, a former 
Bedfordshire Academy player and a current Saracens Mavericks player was the guest and took 
part in a Q and A.  The awards were as follows:  

 

Under 13 Under 15  

Most Improved Shooter: Ava Kelly 
Most Improved Mid Court: Zara 
Booth 
Most Improved Defender : Isobel 
Tillin  

Strength & Conditioning : Emma 
Gatward and Chloe Moss 

Players Player: Layla Bo Dwyer Never Give Up: Tallulah Dwyer and 
Imogen Cook  

Coach’s Player: Layla Bo Dwyer  Most Improved Shooter: Lily Page 
Most Improve Centre Court: Katie 
Finch  
Most Improved Defender:  
Destinee de Sousa 

 Leadership : Natasha Newland 

 Coach’s Player: Emma Gatward 

 
 

 A special thanks to all the 2021/2022 Academy Personnel Coaches, Michelle Power;   
Debbie `Ellis; Lisa Rattu, Claire Southam, Jackie Stigwood and Helena Wynn. 

 

 The future of the Academy Programme  
The adverts for the Coaches of the 2022/2023 Academy programme have been distributed to all 
leagues and on social media platforms. These appointments are currently being made.  
 
The Performance Group are always looking for personnel to support the programme: as an 
administrator, a selector or as a coach.  If you are interested or want to find out more information 
please do contact Maggie Jackson  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maggie Jackson 
Bedfordshire Performance Lead   
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COUNTY COACHING TSG REPORT 2021-2022 
 

It is recognised that to develop players so they can reach their potential and capacity there needs to 
be much more support given to coaches to develop their knowledge, confidence, experiences and 
opportunities.  Hence why it is recognised that Bedfordshire as a county needed this support and why 
a programme was developed.        
 
1. The Bedfordshire Coach Education Development Programme Part 1 was set up in June 2021  
 

 
The Vision? 

 To build a Coaching Pathway for Bedfordshire Coaches  

 To develop a better understanding of the game 

 To assist in the development of the potential of the Coach. 
 
Purpose?  

 Gain knowledge  

 Delivery and ideas for sessions. 

 How to build frameworks within their clubs to build consistency within delivery  

 Build a pathway – succession planning. 
 
How? 

 A combination of a generic and bespoke programme for the attendees       

 To guide and advise the development of a coaching framework for your school or club.  

 To improve your understanding of the game and the needs of a modern-day netballer. 

 To be more effective when coaching different age and stage within your club?  

 To identify ‘players with potential”  

 To understand the performance pathways and expectations of a player 
 
Eligibility  

 A registered Bedfordshire Club Coach and/or Bedfordshire Teacher  

 Minimum Level 1 Coach Qualification  

 Able to commit to the programme  

 Current Active Club Coach 

 Coaching weekly in a club setting   
 

 

 Following applications and interviews 6 Bedfordshire coaches were invited into the 
programme and they all accepted  

    

Names Coaching Roles 

Sue Davis School Coach  

Debbie Ellis  Westoning NC & Team Beds NC 

Rachel Fitzgerald Luton Tornadoes 

Mandy Mistlin Olney NC  

Desta Wright Brown  Bedford Community Club  

Sue Warboys Heritage NC  
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 Workshops, Tutorials, 1:1s and observation of coaching were held for these coaches - the 
mentors were Hayley Mackellar and Maggie Jackson.   

 The workshops were delivered by nationally recognised coaches / tutors and facilitated by 
Hayley Mackellar and Maggie Jackson.  

 

Tutor  Workshop Topic Role  

Denise Ellis Progressive Practices  Director of Netball Exeter University 
Former England Academy Coach  

Karen Atkinson  Attacking the circle 
edge  

Performance Director Netball 
Scotland  

Kat Ratnapala  Defending through 
Court 

Former Head Coach Saracen 
Mavericks  

Colette Thomson Defencing in the circle  Former Assistant England Coach 2014 
– 2018  

Denise Ellis Attacking Circle  - 
screens 

Director of Netball Exeter University 
Former England Academy Coach 

  

 Alongside this programme the above workshops were open to coaches from any county. This 
proved popular by many coaches but it was disappointing that not more Bedfordshire Coaches 
attended.  

 Following the end of the Part 1 Programme with a review, 1:1s and the positive progress made 
by these 6 coaches there is now a Part 2 Programme being written and developed for the 
2022/2023 season. The focus of this coming programme is even more bespoke for the coaches 
and there will be opportunities for them to coach individually and together as well as 
continued to be mentored much more in their own coaching environment as well as attend 
tutorials facilitated by Hayley Mackellar and Maggie Jackson as well as attend workshops.     

 These three workshops are planned for the coming 2022/2023 season to be part of this Part 
2 Programme and will be open to coaches from around the country. They are currently being 
advertised on a variety of social media platforms. 

 

October 2nd 2pm-5pm Sam Brightman: Former Loughborough 
Lightning Franchise Pathway Head Coach and 
current teacher  

Defending  

November 19th 2pm-5pm Ann Marie Dwyer (Muller)  Former Turnford 
Head Coach and Saracen Mavericks Technical 
Shooting Coach , Current teacher    

Shooting  

February 18th 2pm-5pm  Denise Ellis Director of Netball Exeter University 
and former Head England Academy Coach  

Mid Court  

 

2. Following a necessity to support Bedfordshire coaches emerging from their Level 1 and Level 2 
courses a new Coach Education Programme has been developed to focus on coaches who are 
between the 18-30 age group. This is currently being advertised on a variety of social media 
platforms.  It is pleasing to see the interest in this already.  Anyone, who is interested and needs 
more information please contact Hayley Mackellar.      

 

 

 

Hayley Mackeller 
County Coaching TSG Lead  
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COMPETITION TSG REPORT 2021-22 

I am delighted to report that after a very difficult time over the past two years, all our four Leagues 

managed to get competition matches up and running for this season, with some adjustments to rules 

such as 12 minute quarters and no spectators.  Despite best efforts Covid still impacted affecting some 

games which could not go ahead.  However, generally it all felt that normality had returned.  All 

Leagues holding tournaments and cup finals to round off the season. 

 

EAST REGION YOUTH LEAGUE  

Bedfordshire was represented in the East Region Youth League by three Clubs.  In the U16’s 

competition Grangers NC finished 4th in Division 2.  Team Beds finished in 5th place and Maulden NC 

finished 6th in Division 3.  In the U14’s competition Grangers were 5th in Division 2. 

 

EAST REGION SENIOR LEAGUE 

Bedfordshire Clubs in the Senior Regional League finished the season with mixed results.  Grangers NC 

finished in 4th position in Division 2, Team Beds NC unfortunately finished in 8th place and have been 

moved down to Division 3 for the 2022/23 season and sadly Cranfield NC having a tough season, 

finishing in 9th place, which has resulted in them being relegated from the Regional League, returning 

to County League. 

 

EAST REGION SCHOOLS  

40 teams entered the regional schools’ tournament this year representing 24 Schools across the seven 

counties: Bedfordshire were represented in the U19’s, U16’s and U14’s competitions by Samuel 

Whitbread Academy, Bedford Girls School, Redborne Upper School and Bedford Modern School, with 

Bedford Girls School reaching the Semi-finals in the U19’s competition. 

 

COUNTY ACADEMY INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT - 30TH April 2022 

In April we supported the Performance TSG IN organising a very successful tournament for U13 and 

U15 Academy teams from Counties across the country.  Nearly 40 teams entered, and the weather 

was very kind to us.  All the coaches were grateful for the match play against teams of similar abilities, 

and we are hoping to make this an annual event and involve more counties.  A big thank you to the 

working group, volunteers on the day and all the umpires who gave up their time to enable this 

tournament to take place. 

 

 

 

Juliet Jones 
Competition TSG Lead 
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OFFICIATING TSG REPORT 2021-2022 
 
 
It has been a very productive Netball season for Bedfordshire, where the County has provided 
mentoring, assessing and tutoring for umpires who are following various pathways.  
 
This is arranged in conjunction with the County and the County Umpiring Sub Committee (CUSC) which 
comprises of- 
 
The four league officiating leads: Bedford - Fran Smith, Luton and Dunstable - Maddy Harwood, 
Heritage - Sandra Howlett, Leighton Buzzard - Alex Harvey 
 
Mentoring Lead - Bern Palmer, Course Lead - Lou Brown, Assessor Lead - Katie Edwards-Sanders, 
Chair - myself. 
 
These volunteers work hard ensuring a productive and efficient service across the County and I am 
grateful for their assistance which enables me to be effective in my role as County Officiating Lead. 
 
The CUSC are also responsible for addressing the Officiating County Priorities, which include 
encouraging more umpires to become mentors, assessors and tutors. 
 
Over the course of the season, we have seen a change in the provision by England Netball (EN) in 
relation to courses and written papers for the umpires’ pathways.  All IO and C award courses and 
written papers are now online and administered by EN. B award courses are online but the B/A written 
paper is still completed in person.  
 
The County have agreed that a practical session should be included for the IOA as part of their 
mentoring.  As this is not an EN pre-requisite, the County provide and finance this via our four EN 
tutors:  Bern Palmer, Lou Brown, Louise Harwood and Sandra Howlett. 
 
The feedback from the IOA candidates is that these practical sessions are hugely beneficial for them.  
This provision by the County is continually monitored and changes are made as a result of various 
feedback and specific requirements requested by leagues.  
 
During this season we have had 29 IOA passes and 17 C award passes. 
  
We currently have 9 C award umpires who are working towards their B award and 1 B award umpire 
working towards her A award. These umpires show huge commitment in following these pathways 
and we wish them good luck as they continue.  
 
We currently have 34 active mentors and 14 assessors who mentor and assess throughout the 
complete umpire pathway from IOA to A award.  
 
The recent County Invitational event was very successful and the umpire and mentors are thanked for 
their services for the day.  Across the County we had 24 umpires and 4 mentors. This is the second 
event we have held and we are planning for the next event in April 2023.  
 
We look forward to another successful and fulfilling season. 
 
 
 
 
Kay Smith 
Officiating TSG Lead 
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BEDFORDSHIRE SCHOOLS REPORT 2021-2022 
 
It was brilliant to see school sport getting back to a more normal format this year and our netball 

leagues and county tournaments were all completed as planned. Pupils enjoyed playing in competitive 

sports once more and it was great having regular fixtures for them 

The league results are as follows: 

 Winners Runners Up 

U19 Samuel Whitbread Academy Sharnbrook 

U16 Prem Samuel Whitbread Academy Bedford Modern School 

U16 Div 1 Etonbury Wootton 

U16 Div 2 Bedford Greenacre St Thomas More 

U15 Prem Bedford Modern School Redborne 

U15 Div 1 Sharnbrook Harlington 

U15 Div 2 Goldington Bedford Girls School 

U14 Prem Samuel Whitbread Academy ‘A’ Lincroft 

U14 Div 1 Samuel Whitbread Academy ‘B’ Lincroft B  Etonbury 

U14 Div 2 Redborne Bedford Academy 

U13 A League Bedford Girls School B Sharnbrook 

U13 B League Bedford Girls School C Biddenham 

U13 C League Bedford Greenacre Mark Rutherford 

U12 A League Bedford Girls School Goldington 

U12 B League Wixams Bedford Girls School 

U12 C League Bedford Greenacre Bedford Free School 

U11 League Scott Primary Livingstone 

U10 League Scott Primary Great Denham 

 
In the county tournaments, we have been trying to encourage more schools to participate and now 
have a two-tier structure with Cup and Plate competitions running alongside each other in all age-
groups. The results were: 
 
Cup Section: 

Age Group Winner Runner up 

U19 Samuel Whitbread Bedford Girls School 

U16 Bedford Girls School Redborne 

U15  Redborne Bedford Girls School 

U14 Bedford Modern School Bedford Girls School 

U13 Bedford Modern School Bedford Girls School 

U12 Bedford Modern School Bedford Girls School 

U11 Bedford Modern School Bedford Girls School 

 
Plate Section: 

Age Group Winner Runner up 

U19 Redborne Van Dyke 

U16 Van Dyke Cardinal Newman 

U15 Wootton Lealands 

U14 Cedars Cardinal Newman 

U13 Bedford Girls School Bedford Greenacre 

U12 Bedford Girls School Henlow 

U11 Scott Primary Brickhill 

 
In the U14, U16 & U19 cup competition, the winners and runners up progressed to the Regional Round 
to represent Bedfordshire in the National Schools Competition.  



10 | P a g e  
 

 
Our schools AGM was held on 6 June and all the county tournament dates were agreed for next year; 
we wish all schools good luck for this competition.   
 
We do insist on ‘C’ Award or above umpires for the U14, U15, U16 & U19 cup competitions, so if any 
umpires are available during the day and could offer to help, please do get in touch.   
 
They are all held at Bedford Academy except the U11 tournament, which is held at Bedford Girls 
School.   
 
The dates for next year are: 
 

U19  - Tue 8 Nov  (reserve Tue 15/11) 
 

U16  - Thu 3 Nov    (reserve Thu 10/11) 
 

U15 - Mon 21 Nov (reserve Mon 28/11 
 

U14 - Wed 16 Nov  (reserve Wed 23/11) 
 

U13  - Tue 28 Feb (reserve Tue 7/3) 
 

U12 - Thu 9 Mar (reserve Thu 16 Mar) 
 

U11 - Wed 22 Feb  (reserve Wed 1/3) at BGS 
 

 
 
Julie Bassett & Helen Cuthbert stood down as the Schools Chairs and have been replaced by Rachel 
Lewis, Leah Funge and Leigh Moreno.  We thank them for coming forward to take on the role and wish 
them well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie Bassett and Helen Cuthbert 
Joint School Representatives 
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BEDFORDSHIRE NETBALL DEVELOPMENT OFFICER REPORT 2021-2022 

 

This year has been a particularly difficult year having to Re-start with Covid Restrictions. This led to a 

large proportion of the year without any netball at all and when we could re-start there were 

challenges with facilities along with people being nervous to return.  Despite this Bedfordshire had a 

successful year of playing.  The success of this was largely due to the hard work and dedication of 

leagues determination to provide a somewhat normal year of competition despite the challenges. 

 All 4 Leagues Successfully returned for a full Season 

 

 

Bedfordshire Membership/ Club Stats  

 

NUMBER OF CLUBS IN COUNTY 83 82 98.80% 

Small Club 
Less than 20 People 

34 33 97.06% 

Medium Club  
21-50 People 

23 23 100.00% 

Large Club  
51-100 People 

8 8 100.00% 

Extra Large Club 
100+ People 

16 16 100.00% 

  
  

 TOTAL NUMBER 

NUMBER 
WITH A 

CURRENT 
STATUS Rate %  

CLUB SCORECARD COMPLETION 
RATE 

83 83 100.00% 

 

TOTAL NUMBER 
19/20 

TOTAL 
NUMBER 

21/22 RATE % 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 2351 2224 94.60% 

 U11s 298 13.40% 

 U14s 
463 20.82% 

 U18s 312 14.03% 

 O18s 1151 51.75% 
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NDO Programmes 

 Exceeded Participation Target with over 400 people attending programmes 

 Successful Club formed from B2N which entered 3 teams into the Bedford League 

 2 New coaches approved by EN to deliver sessions in Beds 

 Ran a hugely successful Walking Netball & B2N Tournament which saw 6 Beds teams take part 

Grant Support 

 3 clubs received Sport England Return to court funding. 

 1 Facility grant match funding. 

 Supporting in the court refurbishment/ development of Bedford Academy 

 Supporting Redborne Upper with Crowd Funding for facility development. 

Facilities 

 Facilities has been an ongoing challenge throughout Bedfordshire.  I am working closely with 

partners to try and achieve new funding and access more facilities across Bedfordshire.  

 We have been successful in Ampthill and Bedford in the approval of large refurbishment and 

development of multiple courts. 

 Challenges still lie in Luton and central Bedfordshire which are a priority for 2022-2023 season.  

 

Mentoring 

I personally have been mentoring 2 coaches over the last season.  One who has achieved her level 2 

and another who has achieved her Level 1 qualification. 

Engage Support 

There have been obvious challenges with Engage both for leagues and clubs throughout the season.  

I have supported throughout the season and will continue to support in this area. 

 

Summary 

Despite the challenges of the year, I have really appreciated and enjoyed working with the 

County/leagues for the better outcome of netball within Bedfordshire.  There have been some huge 

successes and much learning that has taken place over the season resulting in so many of our netball 

family enjoying being back on court. 

Thank you for your support as always.  

 

 

 
Jo Brewster 
Bedfordshire Netball Development Officer 
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LUTON, DUNSTABLE & DISTRICT NETBALL LEAGUE 

REPORT FOR COUNTY AGM 2021/2022  

 
This season has seen our league effectively ‘back to normal’ following the relaxation of Covid 
rules, and subsequent removal of them all together.  We have enjoyed everyone being back 
to what has been a very enjoyable Season.   
 
Most recently we had the Cup and Plate finals which were a huge success and our first 
Tournament since the pandemic, which also went very well.  
 
Unfortunately this year has seen a few issues at our central venue, Queen Elizabeth School, 
specifically the deterioration of the courts, netball posts and litter.  Although we have enjoyed 
our central venue hosted at QES we have been looking at other opportunities elsewhere 
within the area.  We have recently visited Stopsley High School, a site which is currently under 
evaluation by our committee to understand whether it has the potential to host our League 
next season.  We will report to our members and County committee following a decision 
made by the League Committee.  
 
On a positive note, we have welcomed two new teams this season, and the growth of the 
League will remain one of our top priorities for next season.  For the coming 2022/2023 
season, the priorities will remain the same: growth of the league, junior leagues, umpires 
(quality & quantity within our area).  
 
We will be making a push via social media on our Instagram and Facebook pages reaching out 
to individuals and clubs to join our league.  Our communications officer has made a great 
improvement to our social media engagement, and our reach has quadrupled in recent 
months.  We would appreciate any engagement via shares, likes and follows from you all as 
fellow members, which will help the spread of each post on our pages.  
 
We have executed our Junior League proposals, and distributed information regarding the 
new League which will commence in September and run on a Saturday morning.  The Junior 
League will commence with an open tournament, and then into matches.  
 
We have also been working with the Performance Lead, Maggie Jackson, from Bedfordshire 
CNA to progress the proposal for an Academy to run weekly in Luton again.  We believe this 
is an exciting opportunity for local girls which will work hand in hand with our junior league 
for next season,  which we believe will contribute to the growth of our adult Sunday league.  
 
Our League Committee have been voted in en masse in their current positions within the 
committee for a further season, adding continuity to the League.  We are grateful to have a 
number of additional volunteers that put themselves forward to join our committee too!   
 
We are currently undertaking a strategic review of current roles and responsibilities and 
where the volunteers can be placed to progress and achieve our goals for next season.  We 
have also discussed a number of sub groups that will also require support over the 2022/23 
Season to ensure the delivery of everything we want to achieve next year! 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all of the league committee members and the support from our 
County committee.   
Ellie Yeatman,  Vice ChairLuton, Dunstable & District Netball League 
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HERITAGE NETBALL 
LEAGUE 

Established 1997 
Affiliated to England Netball and Bedfordshire County Netball Association 

 
  
 

HERITAGE LEAGUE REPORT COUNTY AGM - 2021/2022 
 
 

It was fantastic to be back playing in 2021 after 2 very difficult years. 
 
Our winter league started in October with 9 new IOA umpires who all passed during our summer 
league. 
 
We had 48 teams completing which is the most for the Heritage League. Sadly, Covid still had an 
impact and a higher than normal games have been conceded. 
 
Umpiring is still a big focus in the Heritage League. Our mentoring team continue to work on 
developing new & current umpires. At the start of the winter season a mentor goes to see the newly 
qualified IOA umpires at one of their first games to offer support and to answer any questions or 
queries. Mentoring continues for those working towards their C & B awards. We have had 6 people 
pass their C award this season, with 2 more to be assessed before the end of the season – many 
congratulations to those people on passing their C awards.   We continue to review all umpires to 
offer support & development. 
 
During our summer league starting in July, we have 18 people who will be working towards their IO 
award.  
 
Our cup & plate finals were held in March, sadly for various reasons not all games went ahead. 
Congratulations to the winners & thanks to the umpires & scorers who helped out. 
 
Our academy has been re-launched and continues to grow with a core of 35 girls turning up every 
week.  2 teams, entered the Bedford Youth league.  Heritage Diamonds (ages 11-12) won division 4, 
Heritage Sapphires (ages 8-10) finished 3rd in division 2.  Unfortunately, at present there isn’t a local 
league to cater for the older girls but we will be looking to organise friendly matches with local clubs. 
 
In 2022 we have our 25th Anniversary. We have an invitational youth tournament planned and a 
awards / celebration event. 
 
Going forward it is great to see the continued growth of netball but the challenge for us will be 
available courts. So, this is a focus for us to try and find & develop new playing facilities. 
 
 
Louise Brown 
Chair, Heritage Netball League 
 
 

www.heritagenetball.co.uk 
email: heritageleaguecommittee@btinternet.com 

 

 

mailto:heritageleaguecommittee@btinternet.com
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REPORT TO COUNTY AGM 2022 
 

How wonderful it was to be able to play our netball again and although we only had 64 teams it was 
great that so many teams were able to come back to netball. We kept with 12 minute quarters, no 
spectators and no two tier but generally it all felt very much like normal.  
 
Our summer league for this year will start on Monday 4th July and will run for 8 weeks culminating in 
finals on 22nd and 23rd August.  With the court resurfacing programme matches will be at Lincroft 
School.   The fixtures meeting for next season will be held on 5th September.   

Our AGM is not until June 30th so this report cannot include the winners of our Sportsmanship Awards 
for this season, nor our Blue Ribbon winner or the winner of the Gary Burgess Trophy. However, we 
can send congratulations to our league winners for 2021/2022, as shown in the table below.  

We have also completed our Cup Finals – many thanks to Gloria Keech and Jo Brewster for presenting 
the prizes.  This year we split the teams into 8 divisions – played the competition on a knockout format, 
with a random live draw over zoom which was both very exciting and very successful.  The teams were 
put into groups named after the super league teams, results below. 
 

League Winners:  
Premier Division BCNC lst Choice   
1st Division  Ampthill Aztecs    
2nd Division   Cranfield Comets  
3rd Division   Westoning Gems   
4th Division   Majestics 
5th Division   Shefford Stars 

Cup Wnners were: 
Wasps Cup   Wilstead Warriors 
Rhino's Trophy   BCNC Emeralds 
Storm Cup   Shefford Stars 
Maverick's Trophy Westoning Gems 
Bath Cup   Absolute 
Pulse Trophy   Westoning Diamonds 
Lightning Cup   Cranfield Comets 
Thunder Trophy               Grangers Blaze 

 
The League Charity Versatility Tournament on 5th May was a great success once again with 24 teams 
taking part to raise money for St. John’s Hospice Moggerhanger.  The weather was wonderful and the 
final between Grangers Blaze, ultimate winners, and Mayfair Vixens very exciting.  There were lots of 
silly socks, face painting and dressing up and everyone had a great evening - we have a cheque to hand 
over to the Hospice for a wonderful £1230.  
 
It was great to have the Youth League players back on court with 33 teams taking part.  As we allowed 
some extra weeks to complete the fixtures with Covid in mind, we had a few weeks left so finished 
the season with a versatility competition in groups of 4. The girls really enjoyed it and rounded off the 
season in a really nice way.  Below are the winners from the League and Cup and Plate competitions: 
 

League  Cup  Plate  

Div 1 Shefford Skittles Div 1 Grangers Twisters Div 1 Maulden Lynx 

Div 2 Grangers Storm Div 2 Grangers Tornadoes Div 2 Westoning Rockets 

Div 3 Cranfield Gladiators Div 3 St. Neots Meteors Div 3 Grangers Thunder 

Div 4 Barton Ballers Blaze Div 4 Barton Ballers Blaze Div 4 Shefford Seals 

Div 5 Cranfield Trojans Div 5 Cranfield Trojans Div 5 Maulden Pumas 

 
We then moved on to the junior league.  We organised the entry tournament over 2 weekends to try 
and keep mixing between teams to a minimum whilst still enabling us to put the teams into divisions.  
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As a result of this new format everything was much more relaxed and enabled the coaches to organise 
their players easier - something we will take note of for future seasons!   We had 3 divisions of 6 teams 
in our Year 4-6 section and 4 divisions of 7 in our year 7-8 section.  All results shown in the table below. 
 
The league competition was followed by the cup and plate and then finally a charity tournament which 
raised £746 for Young Lives again Cancer, a great way to finish the season.  
 

League Years 4-6 
Division One    Grangers Hurricanes 
Division Two    Cranfield Warriors    
Division Three      Maulden Kittens 

League Years 7 & 8  
Division One    Westoning Wasps 
Division Two    Westoning Flames 
Division Three   Cranfield Crusaders 
Division Four    Heritage Diamonds 

Cup Years 4-6 
Division One    Westoning Wolves 
Division Two    Cranfield Warriors 
Division Three      Maulden Kittens 

Cup years 7 & 8  
Division One   Westoning Wasps 
Division Two   Westoning Flames  
Division Three   LBY Sky 
Division Four   Westoning Lightning  

Plate Years 4-6 
Division One    Maulden Tigers 
Division Two   Grangers Storm 
Division Three     Maulden Cubs 

Plate years 7 & 8 
Division One   Grangers Blizzard 
Division Two  Maulden Bobcats 
Division Three  BCNC Sapphires  
Division Four   St. Neots Satellites 

 
We had 3 teams in the ERYL where in the U16s Grangers were 4th in Div 2, Team Beds 5th and Maulden 
6th in Div 3.  In the U14s Grangers were 5th in Div. 2. 
 
Walking netball on Monday mornings has continued to go very well and has grown in popularity.  The 
Thursday evening session numbers have dwindled so going forward we will have the one session per 
week.  We extend many thanks to Alison Brightman for her excellent coaching of this Thursday group. 
 
Grangers were 3rd in Div 2 in the Regional league, Team Beds have unfortunately moved down to Div 
3 with Cranfield also having very mixed fortunes which sadly resulted in them being relegated from 
the Regional League. 
 
We have held 3 scorers courses this season and more will be held as required. We had 7 passes at C 
Award - special congratulations to Sue Davies, Sherma Joseph & Tanisha Grahame who passed both 
their IO and C awards in the same season. We had 19 1/O passes.  We have another 15 adult and 30+ 
youth candidates. We are holding our main training sessions for new IO umpiring candidates in the 
summer as we did last year. We will start this programme on Thursday 7th July – many thanks to the 
great mentoring team who have worked exceedingly hard to help all the candidates pass their 
respective awards. 
 
IO & C Pathway Documents have been distributed - these detail what you need to do to pass the 
awards and which games you are qualified to umpire once passed.  This season we allocated neutral 
umpires for all cup games and this appears to have been well received.  We are holding a Game 
Management session via Zoom on Monday 12th September. 
 
We are delighted that the courts at The Academy are being resurfaced, with new floodlights and 
dugouts, plus we are having an additional court – making 9 in total.  This programme should be 
completed well in advance of the commencement of our winter league in September.  
 
 
 
Heather Nolan 
Chair, Bedford & District Netball League  
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                                       LEIGHTON BUZZARD NETBALL LEAGUE REPORT 2021-22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So we have finally managed to complete our first proper season.  I, for one, thoroughly enjoyed 
playing with normal netball rules back in place and I’m sure that feeling is mutual! 
 
We would like to thank our sponsors - Unicorn Windows Ltd and Total Flooring for their continued 
support despite the difficult times we have all experienced. 
 
League matches started on 3rd October 2021 and we finished league fixtures on 24th April, 2022.  We 
had two divisions of 8 teams, and matches were played at 9.30am and 10.50am, with 4 games going 
on at each time slot, on our courts at Van Dyke School.  
 
Winners of Division1 were LB Jets and runners up were LB Harriers.  Winners of Division 2 were 
Seven Up Luna and runners up were LBY Lightning. Best Attack was awarded to LB Jets and Best 
Defence were Seven Up Luna. 
 
Thank you to all the teams who entered the Charity Tournament, earlier in the year.  The day went 
very well and it was nice to receive such lovely feedback from the teams.  We managed to raise £530 
for Cancer Research UK.  Hopefully, this will be something we can continue within future seasons. 
 
We have had 1 young lady attend a C Award Umpiring online course and pass her written paper, and 
also 6 ladies attended the IO online course with several of those umpiring at our summer league.  
The summer league has been a great opportunity for our practicing IO umpires. 
 
The summer league ran for 5 weeks and the Winners were Titans. 
 
I would like thank all the teams for their participation and making it such an enjoyable season. Thank 
you to everyone that has umpired, as we all know there wouldn’t be a game without you.   
 
A very special thank you to all the committee members, the League certainly doesn’t run itself and 
all your hard work is very much appreciated. 
 
As we look forward to welcoming 3 brand new teams next season, and on that positive note,  
I end my report with wishing you all a lovely summer and I look forward to seeing you back on court 
for our second season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lian Howlett 
Chair, Leighton Buzzard Netball League 
 
 


